The UK government ' 
Introduction
Voter turnout at the last two UK general elections of 59% and 61% has been well below the historic range of 70-80% seen in post-war national votes [4] .
The UK government has experimented with a range of initiatives to reverse this fall, from extending postal voting in local and national elections to experimenting with SMS, telephone and Internet voting in local elections. However, there have been serious questions raised over the real impact on turnout of remote voting, and the security of both postal and electronic votes.
Postal voting effect on turnout
The extension of postal voting had a significant effect in 2002 trials: "It was all-postal pilots which garnered the prizes for turnout. The average turnout in all-postal areas, at 47.5%, was nearly 15 percentage points above the average for the country, and a number of authorities secured turnout over 50%." [2] However, MORI concluded that those who applied for a postal vote in the 2001 general election were "almost entirely those who would have voted in any case." [5] 
Postal voting fraud
The extension of postal voting has also been a factor in one of the UK's most significant electoral fraud cases. 
E-voting
The use of remote e-voting mechanisms in the May 2002 local elections seemed to have little effect on turnout. The Electoral Commission concluded that: "the advent of new technology did not inspire the electorate to vote in significantly greater numbers than would otherwise have been the case." [2] "We know from other research for the Commission that very few people claim to vote, or not vote, because of the voting arrangements. Wider attitudes to politics, the parties and the election in question play a more important role." [1] 5. References 
